
Field of study and citizenship 1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2009

All fields 31,238 31,334 34,325 41,033 41,098 42,118 49,562
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 26,818 25,299 25,062 30,904 30,317 28,038 32,231
Temporary visa holder 3,622 4,899 6,688 9,422 9,063 11,633 14,724
Unknown 798 1,136 2,575 707 1,718 2,447 2,607

Life sciencesa 5,276 5,803 6,411 7,799 8,204 8,815 11,402
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 4,458 4,809 4,866 5,871 5,810 6,085 7,783
Temporary visa holder 695 826 1,169 1,849 2,137 2,319 3,096
Unknown 123 168 376 79 257 411 523

Physical sciencesb 4,245 4,407 5,387 6,762 6,224 6,045 8,331
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 3,501 3,295 3,455 4,561 3,835 3,257 4,414
Temporary visa holder 673 999 1,534 2,086 2,121 2,558 3,531
Unknown 71 113 398 115 268 230 386

Social sciencesc 6,117 6,087 6,149 6,835 7,291 7,043 7,836
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 5,379 5,091 4,654 5,517 5,853 5,240 5,605
Temporary visa holder 546 701 888 1,137 1,054 1,304 1,709
Unknown 192 295 607 181 384 499 522

Engineering 2,491 2,912 4,542 5,819 5,330 5,777 7,634
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 1,616 1,515 2,231 3,053 2,893 2,191 3,148
Temporary visa holder 819 1,289 1,948 2,653 2,191 3,312 4,211
Unknown 56 108 363 113 246 274 275

Education 7,384 6,808 6,280 6,711 6,552 6,633 6,531
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 6,693 6,051 5,411 6,066 5,817 5,451 5,566
Temporary visa holder 484 548 458 537 517 627 570
Unknown 207 209 411 108 218 555 395

Humanities 3,985 3,376 3,364 4,521 5,210 5,209 4,899
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 3,703 3,009 2,824 3,900 4,442 4,232 3,880
Temporary visa holder 166 207 293 544 552 737 725
Unknown 116 160 247 77 216 240 294

Other non-S&E fields 1,740 1,941 2,192 2,586 2,287 2,596 2,929
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 1,468 1,529 1,621 1,936 1,667 1,582 1,835
Temporary visa holder 239 329 398 616 491 776 882
Unknown 33 83 173 34 129 238 212

a Includes agricultural sciences/natural resources, biological/biomedical sciences, and health sciences.
b Includes mathematics and computer and information sciences.
c Includes psychology.

SOURCE:  NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, 2009 Survey of Earned Doctorates.

TABLE 16.  Doctorate recipients, by citizenship status and broad field of study: Selected years, 1979–2009


